Acknowledgement IN LOVING MEMORY, OF
The family wishes to express their sincere appreciation. Words are
inadequate to express the humbleness we feel toward our friends and
family who have consoled us during our bereavement. Your prayers, -
your love, your presence, and your support have sustained us. The acts f
of kindness with flowers, cards and letters are deeply appreciated. We : .
saw all of these things as God expressing His love through you. You
have truly been a pillar of strength and comfort to our family. May God ‘ |
continue to bless and keep each of you! i ! |

The Family of Charles Lyons !

January 26, 1935 - February 6, 2023

LINCOLN THEATRE
To offer condolences to The Lyons Family, Th ursday, February 16, 2023

visit www.TheChapelofPeace.com
We Entusted Out Loved Ona o the Carng Professionas A < Memorial Service: 1:00pm *!

77 { ARLAN GARY FUNERAL HOME £ ) s
HAPEL OF PEACE B0 A 2 P A ey

EAST: ' § F
2500 CLEVELAND AVENUE 5456 E. LIVINGSTON AVE e £
614~267~8310 %

www. THECHAPELOF PEACE.com



http://www.thechapelofpeace.com/

Obituary

Charles “Is Said” Lyons is preceded in death by his wife of 48 years; Anita Louise
(Goines) Lyons, parents; George and Mabel Lyons, brother; Harold Lyons, and
sister; Peggye Lyons.

He is survived by his brothers; George Lyons, Robert Lyons, James Lyons,
Franklin Lyons, Jonny Lyons, and sisters; Betty Henderson and Sandra Hemphill,
children; Stanley Lyons, Annette Lyons and Leah Lyons, grandchildren; Korinne
Spencer, Reginald Scott, Michael Lyons, Ryan Scott, Alexis Lyons, Nyah Derrett
and Trey Derrett, grandchildren; Alissa Scott, Victoria Lyons, Rhyan Scott,
Marleigh Curtis, Clifton Curtis III, Ethan Spencer, Phoenix Spencer, Zadie Scott,
August Scott and a host of cousins, nieces and nephews.

Charles "Is Said" Lyons, a renowned poet, play writer, and storyteller, passed
away at the age of 88. He was a master of the written and spoken word,
captivating audiences with his words and leaving a lasting impact on the literary
world.

Charles was born on January 26, 1935, and raised in Atlanta, GA. He moved to
Columbus, Ohio as a teenager and after graduating from East High School joined
the United States Air Force. After leaving the Air Force he moved back to
Columbus, Ohio where met his beloved wife of 48 years, Anita (Goines) Lyons.

Is Said wrote over 60 books and 40 plays. He discovered his love for writing and
storytelling at an early age and went on to pursue a career in the arts. He made
a name for himself, as a poet, play writer, and storyteller, earning accolades and
recognition for his work including receiving the 2011 Columbus Legend Award
from the King Art Complex, named Hot Times “HERO” of the year. He was
honored as a Lincoln Theatre Walk of Fame Inductee in 2021. His name is
forever embedded in front of the Lincoln and in the community he loved.

Is Said was known for his ability to bring his plays to life,"evoking emotions in
his audience and taking them on a journey through his words. He wrote about a
range of subjects, from love and heartbreak to social and political issues. His
works inspired many and will continue to do so for generations to come.

Is Said was a visionary in the world of the arts, inspiring and empowering
audiences through his powerful and spiritual works. In 1973, he founded the
Columbus-based "Advance Party," bringing his unique vision to life and later
collaborating with the Uhuru Dancers.

He shares his expertise with school age or homeless youth, growing artists, and
senior citizens, canducting educational workshops fostering literacy, creativity,
performance skills and, most importantly, self-awareness. Through his
workshops, he encouraged individuals to embrace their individuality and harness
their artistic talents.

Is Said's impact on the world of the arts was significant and far-reaching. He left
a lasting legacy, and his works continue to inspire and inform audiences to this
day. Charles will be deeply missed by his family, friends, and fans. His legacy will
live on through his works, which continue to inspire and bring joy to those who
read them. Rest in peace, Is Said, a true leader in the world of the arts.

Memorial Service

Lincoln Theatre — 1:00pm
769 East Long Street
Columbus, Ohio 43203

SCRIPTURE READINGS .......cccovvvvviiiiinnns Pastor Mike Reeves
MUSICAL PRELUDE ........cvvvivviiiiennnnns Freda Abbott-Ayodele
OPENING SELECTION ...cccviiiiiiiiiiiieiiee e Beverly Stargill
MUSICAL SELECTION ....covvvvvvviiniennns Kwodwo “KoJo” Ababo
READING OF RESOLUTIONS ........cevvivinannn Korinne Spencer
READING OF THE OBITUARY ...c.cvivvviiiinennnnns Barbara Fant
REMARK & FAMILY TRIBUTES .........ccvvivennnen. Calvin Stillwell

Dr. Carol Anderson

Kim Denizar

Veronica Fenney Okafor
Annette Lyons

Guests
READING OF POEM ..iviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i errinnannnees Barbara Fant
BENEDICTION ..uuiiiitiiiiiieeeeeeiiiaesseerennnnnes Rev. Mike Reeves

Repast
Thursday, February 16, 2023 @ 4pm (Dinner Provided)
The King Arts Complex
835 Mt. Vernon Avenue, Columbus, Oh 43203
Hosted By Barbara Fant; Spoken Word, Drummers and
Dancers.

Interment

Friday, February 17, 2023 @ 10am
Evergreen Burial Park
1401 Woodland Ave, Columbus, OH 43219



