
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To offer condolences to The James Family, 
visit www.TheChapelofPeace.com 

 

 

 

MARCH 1, 1964 ~ APRIL 5, 2021 
 
 

~Service~ 
TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 2021 ~ 10:00AM 

 Forest Lawn Memorial Gardens 
5600 E. Broad Street 

Columbus, Ohio 
 

 

 

Acknowledgement  
The family of Merlyn James wishes to thank everyone for all expressions 
of sympathy, kindness and love shown during our time of bereavement. 

Whether you sent flowers, a card, whispered a prayer or simply kept us in 
your thoughts, it was greatly appreciated. 

 

Merlyn was a beloved Daughter, Sister and Friend whose life and legacy 
shall continue live and be cherished forever. You will be greatly missed 

Merlyn “MAGIC” James. 
 
 

Pallbearers 
RESHAAN JAMES ~ JOSIAH GOINS ~ ELIJAH JAMES  

JERMAIN GOINS ~ JERMON GOINS ~ MICHAEL GOINS 
 
 

The Broken Chain 
We little knew that morning 

That God would call your name 
In life we loved you dearly 

In death we do the same 
 

It broke our hearts to lose you 
You did not go alone 

For part of us went with you 
The day God called you home 

 

You left us beautiful memories 
Your love is still our guide 

And although we cannot see you 
You’re always by our side 

 

Our family chain is broken 
And nothing seems the same 

But as God calls us one by one 
The chain will link again 

 

http://www.thechapelofpeace.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Obituary Order of Service 

Merlyn Lavon James was born on March 1, 1964 to Dr. Robert L. James and 
Ruby M. James. She is the eldest of four, born in Delaware, Ohio. She 
accepted the Lord in her life at an early age and even through her illness 
her life reflected the power of God’s love, His mercy, and His divine healing. 
 
Merlyn graduated from Brookhaven High School in 1981. She received an 
Associates Degree in Accounting from Mansfield Business College. She also 

attended flight attendant school in Florida to become an airline stewardess. 
 

Merlyn was loving and affectionate to all who knew her. She could light up 
a room with her energetic personality and contagious smile. She was known 
by family and friends as “MAGIC”. Although she had no children of her own, 
she had a special kind of love for them. Merlyn displayed that love through 
the vibrant relationships she had with each of her nieces and nephews. It 

did not just stop there; Merlyn was adventurous nothing stopped her! She 
moved to Boston shortly after college. Because of her love for kids, she 
pursued jobs centered around community development and youth 
mentorship. Merlyn was blessed with a job working with the inner-city youth 
in Boston Massachusetts, where she founded a dance group called “Sugar 
Hill Crew”! This group was designed to encourage and empower young girls 
with positive self-esteem, while using the art of dance to build and 

strengthen self-confidence. Merlyn did not just create a dance group she 
birthed a family with these young girls. She choreographed each step and 
allowed the unity in the moves to define the healing power of building 
relationships. They became a family, better individuals, and a better 
community. With hard work, commitment, and dedication Merlyn and these 
young ladies traveled and competed all over including New York City and 

Washington D.C. They also competed nationally and won the national title. 
She enjoyed life to the fullest and no matter the situation she would find a 
way to survive it with a smile on her face. 
 
In her later days Merlyn suffered many challenging health issues but despite 
the challenges she faced she was faithful to her services even till the end. 

If her health permitted, she made sure she was on every prayer line and 

present for all virtually scheduled services. She loved the Lord and shared 
that with everyone she met. 
 
Merlyn was loved and cherished by many. She leaves behind her beloved 
parents Robert L. James and Ruby M. James, sister Cynthia James and 
brother Roger James. A host of nieces, nephews, and friends. 
 

On April 5, 2021 Merlyn was returned home to be with our Heavenly Father. 
She was proceeded in death by her grandparents Robert L. and Ruby M. 
Lusane, Sammy L. James, Louise James, and her baby sister Chantal D. 
James. 

ORGAN PRELUDE ................................... Music Ministry 

PRAYER ........................................ Elder Edward Lewis 

SCRIPTURE READING ................................................  
     Old Testament ..................... Deacon James Clayton 

     New Testament .......................... Elder Frank Banks 

REMARKS ...................................... Family and Friends 

SPECIAL REMARKS ........................ Bishop Clifton Jones 

READING OF OBITUARY ............... Missy. Nadine Holmes 

SELECTION................................... Sis. Denise Williams 

 

The Eulogy 
BISHOP WILBERT BUTLER 

 

BENEDICTION ............................. Bishop Wilbert Butler 

RECESSIONAL ..................... Clergy, Family, and Friends 

 

 
 

I am the resurrection and the life: He that believeth in me 
though he were dead yet shall he live. 

And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 
John 11:25-26 

 


